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Commissioned by the U.S. Cavalry Association - Artist John Solie’s “U.S. Cavalry’s Last Charge”
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EDITORIAL

About 4 days ago an idea entered my mind without anything triggering it that I can determine. I attempted to

put it out of my mind, but it wouldn’t leave. Then I thought, the U.S. Cavalry Association has never done

that, at least I have not found in the past almost four years of my work in the Association’s archives any

evidence of such happening. Then my thinking expanded the idea from only the 26th U.S. Cavalry Regiment

(Philippine Scouts) to include the Association’s collection of unpublished manuscripts.

You are the recipient of Digital Issue #1 of The Cavalry Journal. It is the Special Digital Issue of 26th U.S.

Cavalry Regiment (Philippine Scouts) items published in previously printed issues of The Cavalry Journal

from the early 1990s to the present.

The Cavalry Journal is a treasure trove of U.S. Cavalry history, descriptions of cavalry equipment, details of

cavalry customs and traditions as well as uniforms, and many very interesting cavalry stories.

This initial issue is being electronically delivered to Philippine Scout Heritage Society and Philippine Scout

living history organization members whose email addresses I have. I encourage them to forward it on to

others they know who would enjoy receiving this information. -S.R.Y.
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The Last Cavalry charge in the U.S. Army’s history

http://georgy-konstantinovich-zhukov.tumblr.com/post/29141815278/horsey-charge

The Oxford English dictionary defines the word

“cavalry” as follows: “(in the past) soldiers who

fought on horseback.” It explains the word’s origin

as mid-16th century: from French cavallerie, from

Italian cavalleria, from cavallo, from Latin caballus

(horse). Wikipedia further explains: “From earliest

times cavalry had the advantage of improved

mobility, and a man fighting from horseback also

had the advantages of greater height, speed, and

inertial mass over an opponent on foot. Another

element of horse mounted warfare is the

psychological impact a mounted soldier can inflict

on an opponent.”

75th Anniversary
The Last Horse-Mounted Charge 

of the U.S. Cavalry
By Jeffrey E. Jordan, USCA Trooper and Member 26th Cavalry (PS) Living Historians

Perhaps it was a bit anachronistic that in the

1930’s, following the harsh lessons of World War

I that the future battlefield would be dominated by

barbed wire, machine guns, artillery, armored

vehicles and aircraft, the U.S. Army would still

retain horse cavalry and train its officers in the

advantages of height, speed, inertial mass, and

psychological impact inherent in a mounted

cavalry charge. But these lessons continued to be

taught, and, on 16 January 1942 they were

deployed for the last time by a U.S. horse-

mounted cavalry unit in a charge conducted by a

platoon of combined Troops E and F of the 26th
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U.S. Cavalry Regiment (Philippine Scouts), led by

First Lieutenant Edwin Ramsey.

Lt. Ramsey on his horse Bryn Awryn

Edwin Price Ramsey, born in Illinois on 9 May

1917, was raised in Kansas by his widowed

mother and graduated from the Oklahoma Military

Academy in May 1938. He was commissioned a

2nd Lieutenant in the Cavalry Reserve and

entered active duty in February 1941 with the

11th U.S. Cavalry. In June 1941, he volunteered

for service in the Philippines with the 26th U.S.

Cavalry (Philippine Scouts). An avid rider and

polo player, he was attracted to the 26th Cavalry

(PS) by its active polo competition.

The 26th Cavalry (PS) was formed on the

Philippine island of Luzon in 1922 from elements

of a U.S. Army field artillery regiment and a U.S.

Army infantry regiment whose service in the

Philippines traced back to the end of the Spanish

American War. The 26th Cavalry (PS) was

headquartered at Fort Stotsenburg, about an hour

north of the capital city of Manilla. At the start of

World War II, the regiment had about 55 officers

(U.S. and Filipino) and 785 (Filipino) enlisted

troopers. It was organized with six horse troops, a

HQ troop, a machine gun troop, a platoon of

White scout cars, and trucks for transporting

support services, including a veterinarian. The

regiment was thoroughly trained and highly

proficient in its service as horse cavalry. It was

regarded as an elite unit. Ramsey described it as

“probably as fine, if not the finest, regiment the

U.S. Army had.”

26th Cavalry (PS) M3A1 “White” Scout Cars

Life Magazine Photo
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Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the

Japanese army, on 12 December 1941, invaded

the Philippine island of Luzon and began a

determined drive south towards Manila. They

encountered U.S. and Philippine forces who

engaged in dogged resistance, delaying the

Japanese advance. By mid-January 1942, the

Japanese forces had focused on breaking the

defending line by driving through the area around

Mount Natib. In the path of this drive was the

small village of Moron, which initially was

defended by the Philippine Army. However, they

had withdrawn from Moron on 14 January, and

General Wainwright ordered combined Troops E

and F of the 26th Cavalry (PS) to fill the gap.

Lt. Ramsey, due to his familiarity with the area

from prior patrols, was ordered to lead the first

platoon, composed of 28 mounted troopers, into

Moron. As they approached Moron without

resistance, he ordered four troopers to ride point

into the village. They entered the village at the

same time as the advance guard of a large

Capt. John Wheeler, Commander of Combined Troops E/F

Life Magazine Photo

Japanese infantry unit and drew the fire of the

startled Japanese soldiers. Galloping back with

one trooper wounded, they alerted Ramsey.

Riding forward, Ramsey saw dozens of Japanese

infantrymen firing from the village center and

further back hundreds more crossing the Batalan

River towards Moron. He deployed his platoon as

three squads in line of skirmishers, and they drew

pistols. Recalling his cavalry training, he realized

that the height, speed, mass and impact of a

charge would be the only hope to break up the

body of Japanese infantry. He shouted for his

troopers to charge. Nearly lying flat on their

horses’ necks, they galloped into the mass of

Japanese soldiers, shouting and firing as they

went. They crossed the 100 yards from the village

center to the river in moments, causing the

startled Japanese infantry to break and flee in

confusion and disarray. Seizing the advantage,

Ramsey ordered the troopers to rein up, dismount

and engage the disorganized enemy with rifle fire.

The second platoon, led by Lt. Eliseo Mallari,
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and the third platoon, led by Sgt. Manuel

Mascangcay, of the combined Troops rode to the

sound of the guns and reinforced Ramsey’s

platoon. Later, the cavalry was relieved by

infantry, and the action initiated by Ramsey had

brought the Japanese advance at Moron to a

complete halt. Lt. Ramsey’s quick and resourceful

action was witnessed by several superior officers,

and ultimately Ramsey was awarded a Silver Star

for successfully leading the last U.S. Cavalry

horse-mounted charge.

Of course, the victory at Moron, like the rest of

the heroic defense of Luzon, was temporary. The

determined resistance of the U.S. and Philippine

armies seriously slowed the Japanese advance

and made it costly, but ultimately, months later, all

of Luzon fell. This final outcome does not diminish

the last charge or the 26th Cavalry’s history of

exemplary service.

There is a tendency to romanticize horse

cavalry, to speak of the dashing cavalier on a

horse. However, the many written histories of the

service of the U.S. Cavalry make it clear that

actual cavalry service was not dashing or

romantic. War is a harsh, brutal and ultimately

ugly business, and this is not relieved by the

beauty, majesty and power of the horse. The true

significance of the last charge is not the romance

of the horse charge. The American and Filipino

soldiers who participated in the last charge

displayed the best attributes of cavalrymen. They

exercised rapid judgment, seized the opportunity

and with selfless courage charged into the fray.

Because of this legacy, the U.S. Army today

proudly retains the terms and images of the horse

cavalry to remind them of the power of spirit,

initiative, determination and courage in defense of

our nation.

[Ed. For further information of the 26th

Cavalry’s intense fighting of the Japanese, I

recommend The Doomed Horse Soldiers of

Bataan – The Incredible Stand of the 26th Cavalry

by Raymond C. Woolfe, Jr. and The Twilight

Riders – The Last Charge of the 26th Cavalry by

Peter F. Stevens.]

A Cavalryman’s Battle Buddy
By Trooper Sam Young

In twenty-first century wars involving U.S.

soldiers we have become accustomed to the phrase

“battle buddy”. While there are many definitions to

this phrase, let’s use partners assigned by the Army

as battle buddies who together train for and serve in

combat. But when the U.S. Cavalry was horse-

mounted, each cavalryman had another cavalryman

as his battle buddy as well as his horse who was

also his battle buddy. Let’s focus on his horse.

While there are many examples, let’s look at only

one cavalry battle buddy team: Sergeant Felipe

Fernandez and his horse Mike, Troop E 26th

Cavalry (Philippine Scouts).

Felipe, a new Scout, and Mike, a new Cavalry

horse from an Oklahoma ranch, were partnered in

January, 1937. The intense training they received

and their time together developed a trusted

friendship and team mates. Per Felipe, “Mike was a

very intelligent horse. He remembered all the little

things I normally did for him. Sometimes I forgot

them, but he reminded me in his own way, turning

his head towards me, as if to say I missed

something, and when I did the things I’d missed, he

rewarded me by turning his head, looking at me,

and snorting. Mike also rewarded me by being very

obedient. He never got excited and always waited

for me to urge him to do what I wanted when I was

in the saddle. Mike and I became inseparable.”

During the chaos of war in December, 1941, and

January, 1942, with the 26th fully committed in fierce

and deadly fighting to delay the Japanese, Mike

remained calm and responsive to Felipe. Mike

never panicked or shied as he trusted Felipe.

On 22 January 1942, due to shortage of food for

the thousands of trapped American and Filipino

military personnel and the 26th’s horses, and the

terrain in which the 26th would have to fight, the 26th

was ordered to turn over its horses to the

Quartermaster to be slaughtered to supplement the

meager rations even though the horses had lost

much weight while fighting the Japanese.

Felipe later said “Mike seemed to know that it

was the last day we (would) be together. It hurt me

so much to let him go, but it was an order, so I just

had to bite my tongue…and keep the good

memories Mike and I had together. I would never

have such a friend as Mike ever again….”

Reference:

Stevens, Peter F. The Twilight Riders. Globe

Pequot Press. 2011.
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Last Last-Charge Trooper Passes
By Trooper Sam Young

On 3 April 2017, Sergeant First Class

Dominador “Dan” Figuracion, a former Cavalryman

in Troop F, 26th U.S. Cavalry (Philippine Scouts),

mounted his horse for the final time and rode to

Fiddler’s Green where he joined his fellow Scouts

and Cavalrymen who awaited him there.

SFC Figuracion, at age 98, was the last

surviving 26th Cavalry trooper who rode in the last

horse-mounted cavalry charge of the U.S. Army

[Ed. The Cavalry Journal, March 2017, “75th

Anniversary The Last Horse-Mounted Charge of

the U.S. Cavalry”].

Dan survived the Bataan Death March, was a

former prisoner of war (POW), a decorated veteran

of World War II and Vietnam, and was honorably

retired from the U.S. Army.

Dan was active in the Philippine Scouts

Heritage Society and a strong mentor to those

striving to keep alive and share with the world the

legacy of the Philippine Scouts.

Dan's grandson, Ricardo Molina, a member of

the 26th Cavalry Ceremonial Mounted Unit,

honored his grandfather and the 26th U.S. Cavalry

Regiment (PS) by walking the more than five miles

of the 2017 Rose Parade on January 2nd.

And then the Scouts will form to be reviewed

Each scattered unit now once more complete

Each weapon and each bright crisp flag renewed

And high above the cadence of their feet

Will come the loud clear virile welcoming shout

From many throats before the feasts begin

Their badge of honor mid their comrades rout---

“Make way, make way, the Scouts are moving in.”

By Henry G. Lee, 1st Lieutenant

Headquarters and Military Police 

Company

Philippine Division, U.S. Army



Wool, Leather, and Horse Sweat
By Trooper Ronald C. Bingham

A life of wool, leather and horse sweat…and throw in some khaki during the warm summer

months. Those elements are so familiar to this Virginia 20th century U.S. Cavalry living history

troop; they have become its unofficial motto.

This group of horse lovers and military reenactors formed while portraying the 26th United

States Cavalry, Philippine Scouts (PS), a few years ago. It has since expanded to cover the era

Lieutenant General Lucian Truscott, Jr. described in his book, The Twilight of the U.S. Cavalry, Life

in the Old Army, 1917-1942.

Sergeant Victor Verano
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A few years before the troop was established,

one of its soon-to-be members attended a living

history event dressed as a mounted Philippine

Scout officer riding a life-size plastic static display

horse. By coincidence, the neighboring display

was manned by Filipino reenactors who were

proudly portraying their relatives who served in

the Philippine Army, circa 1941-42.

Not surprisingly, the reenactors began chatting

up their shared interests, and they soon agreed to

the idea of forming a mounted unit representing

the 26th U.S. Cavalry, Philippine Scouts. It would

be a way for them to tell the little known and

almost untold story of the U.S. Cavalry in the 20th

century.

After attending a few small events – to include

one occasion when the group served as a small

honor guard for the funeral of Lieutenant Colonel

Edwin Ramsey (26th Cavalry (PS) 1941-1942),

the new 26th U.S Cavalry (PS) contingent

appeared to be back in the saddle with seven

troopers regularly forming up at Fort Valley, VA, in

the summer of 2014.



As their activity level increased over the

following year, the Scouts were not only traveling

to events all over Virginia, but also evolving and

expanding their interests and collection of

artifacts. In addition to items pertaining to the

World War II service of the Philippine Scouts, they

accumulated memorabilia representing the 13th

U.S Cavalry in the 1916 Mexican Punitive

Expedition; the 2nd U.S. Cavalry in World War I;

and the 112th U.S Cavalry, Texas National Guard

in the interwar years.

The group’s full-size plastic display horse,

nicknamed DuPont, still makes appearances from

time to time when use of horses is unfeasible or

unwelcome. Members of the unit also have

appeared in uniform without horses at other

occasions to add an historical perspective.

Recent destinations include the Eisenhower

Farm, Gettysburg, PA; the Reading Air Show,

Reading, PA; and Donut Day for Soldiers (a WWI

tribute) at Fort Lee, VA. It also performed

mounted demonstrations at the Americans at War

Museum, Nokesville, VA and at WWII weekend,

Fort Valley, VA.

Members of our group have sponsored

uniformed trail rides in Virginia, and for the first

time in October, 2015, participated in a Hunter

Pace event sponsored by the Bull Run Hunt Club,

Culpeper VA, while outfitted in historical uniforms

and tack.

While many members of the troop own their

horses, there are some who do not and must

borrow, rent or lease them for events. We also

have a few troopers who have not ridden in many

years, or at all. It is a pleasure working and

training with these new recruits. One of our

troopers has so fallen in love with horseback

riding, that he recently joined a polo club near

his home town in Philadelphia and has included

his young daughter during evening outings.

Others, like me, have ridden for a while but are

new to military living history, so we are mentored

by the old timers who have participated in many

reenactments of the American Civil War and other

historical periods. Nearly all of us are fairly new to

20th Century U.S. Cavalry reenacting. We are all

enjoying the opportunity to learn about the period

and ride in historical uniforms and tack.
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Two events that deserve particular recognition

are the 2014 Americans at War Museum event

and the 2015 Hunter Pace reenactment.

The Americans at War Museum – or as we call

it, the Tank Farm – holds an annual open house

in Nokesville, VA. It features many armored

vehicles and military displays. Attending this

event were four mounted troopers and a half-

dozen dismounted soldiers representing the 26th

U.S Cavalry (PS). Over half of the troopers that

attended were Filipinos. A few of the reenactors

also portrayed Imperial Japanese soldiers and

sailors.

The plan was to put on a small mounted and

dismounted skirmish for the public, circa January

1942. On the morning of the actual event, the

museum offered us the chance to patrol not only

with our horses and dismounted troopers, but also

with an M3 White Scout Car. In the fall of 1941,

the 26th U.S. Cavalry (PS) was in the process of

transitioning to become a mechanized unit and

had been issued a few of the M3s. Of course this

transition quickly came to a halt when the

Japanese attacked the Philippine Islands on

December 8, 1941.



In the fall of 2015, I was looking for riding

events in central Virginia when I noticed a Hunter

Pace ride sponsored by the Bull Run Hunt Club

near Culpeper, VA. It brought to mind a recent

discovery made at the U.S. Army Women’s

Museum, my worksite at Fort Lee, VA. It was a

circa 1946 photo depicting a Women’s Army

Corps Soldier riding as a member of the Fort

Riley Fox Hunt. Right away, I thought it would be

fun to participate in the Hunter Pace event

dressed in period uniform and tack in honor of

these Army fox hunters of the past.

Those who are fox hunters – I humbly admit I

am among their ranks – know that some of these

clubs have a very long lineage. They also can be

rather traditional (meaning inflexible) with their

dress codes, horse tack, and hunting etiquette. I

was pretty sure they would turn down my request

to ride in period dress and tack. Nonetheless, I

still wanted to give it the old Cavalry soldier try.

After a few phone calls with the Bull Run Hunt

Master and later exchanging emails where we

discussed U.S. Cavalry traditions and history, and

shared photos of the Troop, I was able to impress

upon her that we are a serious group of Cavalry

historians and would strive to meet their Hunt’s

standards of riding and safety.

They agreed to let us ride in uniform and

period military tack under one condition – that we

wear modern safety helmets during the riding

portion of the Hunter Pace. We were allowed to

wear our M1911 campaign hats and Kelly

helmets before and after the ride for photos and

demonstration purposes. We gladly agreed and

proudly showed up outfitted as the 112th U.S.

Cavalry (Texas National Guard), circa 1939. Our

team of three troopers consisted of one officer

with a 1917 officer’s saddle and two enlisted men

riding 1904 McClellan saddles.

26
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Our small contingent competed against twenty

other teams and rode the six-mile course where

we met and tackled at least 26 of the 30-plus

obstacles and jumps. In the end, and to our

surprise, the 112th Cavalry team took 2nd place.

Later at the stirrup cup lunch, we spoke with

many inquisitive fellow riding enthusiasts about

the Cavalry, living history, tack, and equipment.

Best of all, the Bull Run Hunt invited us back for

the 2016 Hunter Pace, and to participate in their

weeklong mounted camping ride. Hopefully, we

also picked up a new recruit or two. . . . We will

know for sure in 2016.

Going back to that 1946 photo of the fox hunt

at Fort Riley, I’m still working on being allowed to

go on a real fox hunt in historical uniform. Add

that one to the bucket list.

Our unit’s mission and goal are to ride our

horses in the U.S. Cavalry tradition and meet both

period Army standards and modern safety

standards. We want to better inform the public,

historians, and ourselves on the history of the

U.S. Cavalry in the 20th century, with both

mounted and dismounted displays and public

demonstrations.

The 2016 calendar is already filling up with a

few of us heading to Columbus, NM, in March for

the 100th commemoration of Pancho Villa’s raid in

1916 and to Brandy Station, VA, in April for a

WWI uniformed staff ride at Brandy Station

Battlefield. We are looking forward to an eventful

year, donning both our wool and khaki, and sitting

atop our trusty steeds tacked up with 1904

McClellan saddles as proud 20th Century U.S.

Cavalrymen.

For more information on the 20th Century U.S.

Cavalry Living History Troop, check out our

Facebook page, www.facebook.com/20th Century

U.S. Cavalry.

Book Review

The Twilight Riders - The Last Charge of the 

26th Cavalry.

Peter F. Stevens. Lyons Press. 2011.

Reviewed by  Jeffrey E. Jordan, USCA Trooper 

and member 26th Cavalry (Philippine Scouts) 

Living Historians

As an amateur cavalry historian I have often

wished I could speak to a cavalry soldier who had

participated in an historic battle. How many

questions could be resolved in just a short

conversation! Sadly for those of us who are

fascinated by the history of the U.S. horse cavalry,

that opportunity is almost entirely past. However,

happily for those of us who admire the service of the

26th U.S. Cavalry (Philippine Scouts), Peter Stevens

had the foresight to recognize the opportunity to

obtain first-hand accounts from surviving members

of the 26th Cavalry and use these accounts to write

an excellent telling of the heroic service of this

distinguished unit.

The book cites a long list of archive and primary

sources, books and periodicals, but what truly sets

this book apart is his interviews with 26th Cavalry

survivors William E. Chandler, Edwin P. Ramsey,

Felipe Fernandez, and Menandro Parazo. Their

recollections are woven throughout the recounting.

Major Chandler, as a staff officer working closely

with the 26th’s commander, Colonel Clinton Pierce,

had an extensive overview of the action and his

eye-witness accounts appear many times. He

describes numerous actions first hand, including the

first engagement: “The accuracy of the Scout rifle

fire and the well-handled machine guns gave the

invading Japanese the first real fight they had

seen.”

The famous last charge, led by Lieutenant

Ramsey on January 16, 1942, receives extensive

recounting in a chapter illuminated by Ramsey’s

personal description. But Ramsey’s heroic service

was not limited to that single remarkable event.

Stevens, with Ramsey’s aid, describes several other

aspects of his distinguished service which are often

overshadowed by the last charge.

Sergeant Fernandez and Private Parazo provide

seldom seen insight into the life and service of the

Filipino troopers. Fernandez’s personal recounting

of his background and enlistment, his family and his

horse, in addition to his outstanding field service,

bring a personal element to the story, lifting it from a

military history to a full description of life in the 26th.
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His description of his relationship with his horse,

Mike, will leave a deep, heartfelt impression with all

equestrians.

As a living historian portraying a member of the

26th Cavalry, I have found this book to be a

priceless resource. In addition to providing a very

readable recounting of the 26th’s field service, it also

provides numerous small details important for an

accurate living history portrayal. But even more

important it enables us to bring to life the troopers of

the 26th, recounting their deeds from eye-witness

accounts and even in their own words. We are

proud to portray members of the 26th and to keep

alive the story of their service. The skillful research

and stirring writing found in “The Twilight Riders”

enable us to do so.

Movie Review

"Forgotten Soldiers" (DVD) 2012

Producer and Director: Donald Plata

Written by: Chris Schaefer

Reviewed by Trooper Ed Kennedy

Produced and premiered in 2012, “Forgotten

Soldiers” is an outstanding documentary movie

telling the story of the dedicated and brave

soldiers of the Philippine Scouts. The movie gives

an excellent background of who the Philippine

Scouts were and how they gained their fame.

Many of the Philippine Scouts who survived

WWII are passing away rapidly now, as most are

in their 90s. These are the remnants of an

organization that was formed as result of the

Spanish-American War to combat Insurrectos and

Moros in the Philippines. The “Scouts” were U.S.

Army units recruited from among the Philippine

population to form the foundation for the

defensive forces for the Philippines. The officer

corps was largely American.

Philippine Scout units were recruited to fill four

infantry regiments, two field artillery regiments,

one coast artillery regiment, and a cavalry

regiment. Additional support units were added

prior to WWII. The soldiers selected to fill these

ranks were tough, resourceful, and highly

motivated. Some of the best Scouts received

appointments to the U.S. Military Academy at

West Point and became commissioned officers in

the Scout units.

“Forgotten Soldiers” begins in the early years of

the Scouts’ formation, but the focus is WWII and

their stand against the Japanese invasion and

subsequent occupation of the Philippines. The

incredible stand against the Japanese Army

resulted in the slowing of the Japanese timeline

for the conquering of the Philippines and

Southeast Asia. The Philippine Division’s

Philippine Scouts soldiers were part of this heroic

effort. American cavalry Lieutenant Edwin

Ramsey (26th Cavalry, Philippine Scouts)

conducted the last known U.S. horse cavalry

charge in history against the Japanese before

American and Philippine forces capitulated. The

first Medals of Honor awarded during the U.S.

involvement in WWII were to Philippine Scout

soldiers.

The saddest part of this movie is the

horrendous treatment by the Japanese towards

the prisoners and people of the Philippines after

the surrender of U.S. forces. Scouts captured by

the Japanese were tortured, murdered, and

otherwise mistreated along with American

prisoners of war, with almost 40% perishing under

Japanese control. The Philippine Scouts survived

the war as an organization to be reconstituted, but

when the Philippines gained their independence,

the Scouts were integrated into the Philippine

armed forces and the Scouts were disbanded.

Soldiers of the Scouts were officially U.S.

servicemen. Therefore many were allowed to take

U.S. citizenship and serve in the U.S. military

where they continued honorably until retirement.

I was honored to meet two members of the

26th Cavalry years ago: LTC (USA Ret.) Edwin

Ramsey and COL (USA Ret.) C. Cosby Kerney,

who served with the regiment at Bataan and

survived the war. Ramsey, a new lieutenant in

1941, ended the war with a Distinguished Service

Cross and the rank of lieutenant colonel for

leading Filipino guerillas for three years against

the Japanese. At a recent showing of “Forgotten

Soldiers” at the U.S. Veterans Museum in

Huntsville, Alabama, we were honored with the

attendance of two former Scouts, some of the

quickly dwindling number of living Scouts.

This movie is well-worth viewing. My only

criticism is the lack of subtitles for some of the

veteran interviews which are difficult to

understand due to the accents and loud music in

the background. Otherwise, this movie chronicles

heroism that people today need to remember and

is a valuable addition to our historical records.
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Movie Review

"Never Surrender" (DVD) 2016

The Ed Ramsey Story

Executive Producers: Raquel R. Ramsey and 

Steven C. Barber

Narrator: Josh Brolin

Reviewed by: Trooper Sam Young

Ed Ramsey is one of the U.S. Army’s mostly

forgotten dynamic warrior-leaders of World War II.

If you have read The Doomed Horse Soldiers of

Bataan or The Twilight Riders—stories of the

26th U.S. Cavalry (Philippine Scouts)—then you

know he led the last horse-mounted charge of the

U.S. Cavalry. Additionally, if you have read

Lieutenant Ramsey’s War you know his exploits

leading Filipino guerilla forces as they fought

against the Japanese occupation forces. He was

awarded the Distinguished Service Cross by

General Douglas MacArthur for his actions.

This movie describes how he was molded to

be a courageous and take-charge officer in the

face of the hell of war. It is his life story, from

beginning to end, as told by his family and friends

(American, Filipino, and Japanese), schoolmates,

fellow soldiers, business associates, and others.

Ramsey, born 9 May 1917 in Carlyle, Illinois,

grew up in El Dorado and Wichita, Kansas. He

and his older sister, Nadine, were very close. She

was ambitious, smart, and wanted to be a pilot.

His mother had been a teacher but became a

dermatologist and business owner to be able to

afford to send her children to college. His father,

whom he loved and admired, worked in the oil

fields which took him away from home most of the

time. Around 1929, when Ed was 12, his father’s

mental state began to change, and he suspected

his wife of cheating on him which lead to fighting

and him pulling a shotgun on her. He was

arrested and jailed where he committed suicide.

Ed, without his father to be his role model,

had pain and suffering. He became defiant and

was close to becoming a juvenile delinquent. He

hung out with bootleggers and developed a

passion for moonshine and women. By age 16 he

was a tough guy, able to take care of himself in a

fight, and earning extra money teaching young

men how to foxtrot. He was an expert dancer

which attracted girls and women.

Like every loving mother, Ed’s sought a way to

channel his development away from the evil

temptations that surrounded his life. Knowing Ed

loved horses, she enrolled him in the Oklahoma

Military Academy (OMA) which had Cavalry and

through which he could develop his character

foundation and his love of horses. Per Ed, he

“snapped it up in a hurry.” The military discipline

at OMA gave Ed the opportunity to be someone.

He learned he was a natural leader, as he was

not controlling, could handle any situation, and

that people looked up to him for direction. And, he

got to ride horses! Ed discovered polo and that it

fit his character. Polo is fast, furious, aggressive,

dangerous, risky, and exciting. It required

teamwork between the horse and rider while

developing a special bond between the horse and

rider. He became an expert polo player. And he

learned that as a cavalryman his horse was his

“battle buddy.” When he graduated from OMA he

was commissioned a second lieutenant of

Cavalry in the Army Reserve.

Ed’s leadership in combat was nothing but

amazing. After the war he pursued a career in

civilian industry where his leadership was again

displayed.. He was compassionate and forgiving.

He demonstrated his compassion for the Filipino

soldiers who served alongside U.S. soldiers

during the war by persistently and successfully

fighting for them to receive their promised benefits

from the U.S. Government. His success in the

business world was international and reflected his

forgiveness as his career included living with his

family and working in Japan for five years where

he made many friends among the Japanese

people which demonstrated his forgiving

characteristic. And, he was the father to his

children that he did not experience himself.

I could go further about Ed’s life, but I will

leave it for you to see the movie from which I

believe you will be equally amazed at the life of

this man. I recommend “Never Surrender” as it

covers the life of a remarkable man.
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[Ed. The “Never Surrender” DVD is available 

from USCA for $19.95 + shipping. Please call 

405-422-6330 to order.]

Book Review

Lieutenant Ramsey’s War: From Horse Soldier 

to Guerrilla Commander. 

Edwin Price Ramsey and Stephen J. Rivele. 

Brassey’s. 1995. 

Reviewed by: Trooper Phil Bolte

This paperback reissue of the 1990 publication

by our own Trooper (and Director) Ed Ramsey is

as full of suspense as an adventure novel. Joining

the prewar U.S. Cavalry and opting the summer of

1941 for assignment to the 26th Cavalry, Philippine

Scouts, primarily to play polo, Ed soon found

himself at war. He was to remain in the Philippines

until 1945.

After a brief introduction of his early life and a

few months of peacetime service, the book moves

on to the defense of the Philippines, where the 26th

Cavalry played an important role. It was during

these months of tough fighting and physical

hardship that Ed led what was arguably the last

horse cavalry charge of the U.S. Army. Fighting

dismounted at the time of the Bataan surrender,

Ed and his company commander decided not to

surrender, but to make their way through enemy

lines to Australia. They never got there.

Linking up with the budding guerrilla operation

in the mountains of Luzon, Ed became a key

player in organizing the guerrilla effort and passing

intelligence to Allied Headquarters. Initially without

equipment or radios, hunted by the Japanese, and

physically challenged by the environment, Ed,

promoted to major, and his companions continued

to build their force and gather intelligence for

almost three years. By February 1945, the guerrilla

force that now numbered 40,000 set about to

support the Allied invasion through sabotage and

ambushes.

Promoted to lieutenant colonel and awarded

the Distinguished Service Cross by General

MacArthur personally, Ed was sent home to

recover. He weighted ninety-seven pounds and

faced an eleven month battle to regain his health.

This is a unique story of a young officer’s

dedication to duty in the face of great adversity.

Coauthored by a talented writer, the book is well-

written and flows well. Start reading it and you will

find the book hard to put down.

Congressional Gold Medal 

When the United States was attacked by the

Japanese in December, 1941, the attack included

the Philippines which was being prepared for self-

government and independence by the United

States. The defenders of the Philippines included

thousands of U.S. and Filipino military personnel

and many of its citizens who were and are

steadfastly loyal to America. Many of the Filipino

soldiers were members or veterans of the

Philippine Scouts regiments which were U.S.

Army regiments. Following the war these

regiments were deactivated on July 4, 1946,

when the Philippines received its independence.

Unfortunately, the Filipino U.S. Army veterans

of those regiments who chose not to continuing

serving in the U.S. Army when the Philippines

gained their independence were treated shabby

by the United States and its government they had

loyally served.

Until his death in 2013, Ed Ramsey worked

with persistence to gain recognition of the

Filipinos by the U.S. Government. He was aided



by many Americans in this

effort who carried on his work

after his death. On July 5,

1964, he was recognized by

the Philippine government for

his efforts on behalf of the

Filipino people.

On October 25, 2017, 75

years after Filipino World War

II veterans joined the U.S. to

defeat Japan, they were

formally recognized by

Congress for their service and

sacrifice and were awarded

the Congressional Gold

Medal.

Colonel Edwin Ramsey

was posthumously awarded

the Congressional Gold

Medal on July 21, 2018, at the

Philippine Scouts Heritage

Society reunion.
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Distinguished Service Cross

CITATION

The President of the United States of America,

authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918,

takes pleasure in presenting the Distinguished

Service Cross to Major (Cavalry) Thomas John

Hall Trapnell, United States Army, for

extraordinary heroism in connection with military

operations against an armed enemy while serving

as Commanding Officer of the 26th Cavalry

Regiment, Philippine Scouts, in action against

enemy forces while the U.S. Cavalry engaged in

rear guard action on 22 December 1941, in the

Philippine Islands. During a concentration of

enemy fire from tanks and infantry, Major Trapnell

remained between the hostile forces and his own

troops and set on fire a truck on a bridge

somewhere in Launion Province. Then he waited

calmly until the bridge had burned before leaving

in a scout car to rejoin his troops. Major Trapnell's

intrepid actions, personal bravery and zealous

devotion to duty exemplify the highest traditions of

the military forces of the United States and reflect

great credit upon himself and the United States

Army.

Major Trapnell graduated from the U.S. Military

Academy at West Point, Class of 1927. He

survived the Bataan Death March following the

Battle of the Philippines in 1942. He remained a

prisoner of war until he was rescued in 1944 by

Russian forces in Manchuria. He retired as a U.S.

Army Lieutenant General.
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I hope you are enjoying the first: U.S. Cavalry

Association Digital Edition of The Cavalry Journal.

The great thing is there is no cost to the U.S.

Cavalry Association for its production or delivery. It

has been created by volunteer members of the

Association.

USCA hopes that if you like it, you would send

a charitable donation (which is tax deductible) to

help the Association with its operating expenses.

Please mail it to U.S. Cavalry Association, 7107

West Cheyenne Street, El Reno, Oklahoma

73036-2153. Make your check payable to the U.S.

Cavalry Association. If you desire to donate by

credit card, please call USCA at 405-422-6330.

Also, if you desire to join the U.S. Cavalry

Association, the information is on page 34 of this

digital Journal.

Please send your letters and article ideas to me

at journaleditor@uscavalry.org or to my home

address: Samuel Young, 712 Englewood Street,

Lansing, KS 66043.

Editor’s Notes
By Trooper Sam Young

Sergeant Julian Almonte, Troop G, 26th Cavalry
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Private First Class Pedro Euperio, United States

Army, was awarded the Distinguished Service

Cross for extraordinary heroism in connection

with military operations against an armed enemy

while serving with Company E, 26th Cavalry

Regiment, Philippine Scouts, in action against

enemy forces on 16 January 1942. Private First

Class Euperio's intrepid actions, personal bravery

and zealous devotion to duty exemplify the

highest traditions of the military forces of the

United States and reflect great credit upon

himself, his unit, and the United States Army

Distinguished Service Cross

General Douglas MacArthur, on 13 June 1945,

personally awarded the Distinguished Service

Cross to Major Edwin P. Ramsey for his guerrilla

activities from April 1942 – June 1945.

Distinguished Service Cross

Watch Colonel Ramsey’s internment at Arlington

National Cemetery, 4 July 2013.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqfFXjqBTbQ
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THE UNITED STATES CAVALRY ASSOCIATION

JOIN THE CAVALRY!

Membership year is from 1 January – 31 December

___Individual yearly dues                   - $45.00

___Institution annual fee                     - $45.00

___Individual overseas yearly dues   - $45.00*

*Cavalry Journals and Crossed Sabers publications will be emailed to overseas members.

___Individual lifetime membership  - $500.00

___Family yearly dues (spouse/children under 18) (only one vote per family)  - $65.00

____ New Member    ____Renewal

To join the U.S. Cavalry Association or to pay your dues,  call USCA at 

405-422-6330, go to www.uscavalry.org, or mail your check payable to

U.S. Cavalry Association (with your name, address, telephone number, email 

address) to

U.S. Cavalry Association, 

7107 West Cheyenne Street, El Reno, Oklahoma 73036-2153

Fort Stotsenburg – Home of the 26th U.S. Cavalry Regiment (Philippine Scouts)




